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Course goals. 

1.- To re-acquaint students with a basic theoretical knowledge of English Phonetics and Phonology. 

2.- To introduce students to the rich variety of English dialects from a phonological perspective. 

3.- To master the best techniques for the use of the aforementioned disciplines in the teaching of 
English as a second language, in the linguistic analysis of the literary representation of vernacular 
varieties, the interpretation of writers’ comments on character’s linguistic traits, etc . 
Contents 
 
Unit 1. What is Phonetics? What is Phonology? Basic terminology. Articulatory Phonetics. The vowel 

system. The consonant system. Phonotactics. Phonemic Transcription. 

Unit 2. The Dialects of British English. 

Unit 3. The literary representation of dialect phonology. Spelling and grapheme. 

Unit 4.  Methods for the linguistic analysis of the representation of speech in literature. 
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Specific Competences.  
Conceptual Competences: Knowledge 

 To know articulatory phonetics. 

 To know and identify the main phonological characteristics of British English and its 
regional varieties.. 

 To acquire a theoretical background for a socio-cultural analysis of English based on its 
phonology. 

Procedural Competences: Specific Skills 

 To be able to apply the knowledge previously mentioned to analyse phonologically texts 
written in English and show it in oral presentations. 

 To be able to organize and plan each subject. 

 To be able to infer phonological rules from a set of text examples. 

 To be able to transcribe texts. 

 To be able to compare and analyse accents from different regions in England. 

 Attitudinal Competences: Attitudes 

 To increase their understanding of how English is pronounced and enjoy the new 
discoveries offered to them. 

 To demonstrate respect for cultural and social diversity. 

 To awaken in students a new interest for the pronunciation suggested by means of 
spelling. 

 

 
 Transferable Skills 

 To develop students’ autonomy as learners, with appropriate time management. 

 To use web-bases and other bibliographical sources to find out reliable information. 

 To develop the skills of analysis, argumentation and abstract thinking. 

 To develop the skill of written and oral presentations. 
 

 

 

Teaching and Learning Methods 
The course consists of theory and practice sessions. In the theoretical sessions students are given 
explanations and notes on the contents of the subject. The practical sessions will mainly focus on the 
application of the knowledge gained in the theoretical sessions to the phonemic transcription of texts 
and comments on selected features. For the practical sessions, students must prepare the analysis of 
a given text for an oral exposition in the classroom which will be part of the assessment. Students must 
attend the tutorials to correct, comment and discuss their work before the oral presentation.  
The course will be taught in English, which means that students are expected to follow explanations, 
take notes and ask questions, as well as provide the answers in this language. 
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Assessment 
 

 
1. Two oral presentations which will consist on the transcription and analysis of a text.  
2. A paper based on the oral presentations. 
3.- Class work 

 
 

 
 
The student’s language performance (in grammar, vocabulary and spelling, as well as orally) will be 
taken into account. 
 

 
 

 


