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Course goals

This course seeks to introduce students to the analysis of phonological dialect variation as
represented in literary discourse. It takes a historical approach and focuses on the evidence
preserved in nineteenth-century dialect writing in order to examine the main phonological
features of English regional speech at a time of marked dialect levelling and awareness. The
course thus aims to help students understand and interpret the representation of provincial
sounds in light of relevant historical (socio)linguistic theories and methodologies, while showing
the potential of dialect writing to uncover aspects of dialect phonology, both linguistic and
ideological. It is, therefore, mandatory that students who take this elective course have previous
background on English phonetics and phonology, whereas knowledge of the history of the
English language and dialect variation is highly recommended.

On completion of the course, it is expected that students will achieve the following competences:
e Basic/ General: CG1, CB2, CB7, CB9
e Specific: CE1, CE2, CE3, CE4, CE5, CES8, CE9, CE10

Contents

Unit 1. Basic concepts

Unit 2. The language of dialect writing

Unit 3. Methods to analyse the representation of dialect phonology: dialectological approaches
Unit 4. Methods to analyse the representation of dialect phonology: sociolinguistic perspectives

Teaching and learning methods

The course consists of theoretical and practical sessions. On the one hand, the theoretical
contents of the course will be presented in the form of lectures that aim to provide students with
the necessary background to deal with the analysis of dialect phonology represented in literary
texts. On the other, the practical sessions will draw on the course’s theoretical component to
focus on major methodologies whereby students will acquire a range of skills relating to the
linguistic analysis of dialect sounds. These sessions will revolve around selected case studies
that will enable students to explore the representation of dialect phonology with key resources
such as corpora, dictionaries and corpus analysis software.

Needless to say, the course will be taught in English, which means that students are
expected to have an advanced level of this language (at least C1, CEFR).

The assessment of this course is based on the following criteria:
e Participation and engagement in class discussions and activities: 25%

e  Written assignment: 75% (further information will be detailed in the course planning)

Recommendations

Students are advised to attend classes regularly and make an appointment during the
teachers’ office hours to ask questions and solve doubts they may have about the
contents of the course.
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Reference corpus
e The Salamanca Corpus

http://salamancacorpus.usal.es/SC/index.html
http://www.thesalamancacorpus.com/index.html

https://gredos.usal.es/handle/10366/82515

Dialect societies

e Durham and Tyneside Dialect Group
http://www.indigogroup.co.uk/durhamdialect/
e Edwin Waugh Dialect Society
http://www.edwinwaughdialectsociety.com
e Lakeland Dialect Society

http://www.lakelanddialectsociety.co.uk
e The Lancashire Society
http://www.thelancashiresociety.org.uk

e Lower Tees Dialect Group
http://www.communigate.co.uk/ne/teesspeak/index.phtml
e The Northumbrian Language Society
http://www.northumbriana.org.uk/langsoc/index.htm

e Friends of Norfolk Dialect
http://www.norfolkdialect.com

e The Talk of the Toon: An Archive of Local Language and Stories
https://research.ncl.ac.uk/decte/toon/index.html

e Yorkshire Dialect Site
http://www.yorkshiredialect.com

e Yorkshire Dialect Society
http://www.yorkshiredialectsociety.org.uk

Webpages and online corpora on English regional variation

e BBC Voices

BBC Voices - Accents and dialects | British Library - Sounds (bl.uk)
e British Library - Archival Sound Recordings

http://sounds.bl.uk/

e EDD Online

EDD Online 3.0.

e Freiburg English Dialect Corpus (FRED)
http://www2.anglistik.uni-freiburg.de/institut/Iskortmann/FRED/index.htm
e Helsinki Archive of Regional English Speech (HARES)
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https://varieng.helsinki.fi/lCoRD/corpora/lHARES/

Helsinki Corpus of British English Dialects (HD)
https://varieng.helsinki.fi/lCoRD/corpora/Dialects/

The Leeds Archive of Vernacular Culture (LAVC)

Leeds Archive of Vernacular Culture | Special Collections | Library | University of
Leeds

Newcastle Electronic Corpus of Tyneside English (NECTE)
Home Page (ncl.ac.uk)

Scots and Scottish English Corpus
http://www.scottishcorpus.ac.uk/

Seville Corpus of Northern English (SCONE)
https://varieng.helsinki.fi/lCoRD/corpora/SCONE/

Sounds Familiar? Accents and Dialects in the UK
http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/sounds/index.html

Studying Varieties of English

http://www.uni-due.de/SVE/
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