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Course goals  

 
This course seeks to introduce students to the analysis of phonological dialect variation as 
represented in literary discourse. It takes a historical approach and focuses on the evidence 
preserved in nineteenth-century dialect writing in order to examine the main phonological 
features of English regional speech at a time of marked dialect levelling and awareness. The 
course thus aims to help students understand and interpret the representation of provincial 
sounds in light of relevant historical (socio)linguistic theories and methodologies, while showing 
the potential of dialect writing to uncover aspects of dialect phonology, both linguistic and 
ideological. It is, therefore, mandatory that students who take this elective course have previous 
background on English phonetics and phonology, whereas knowledge of the history of the 
English language and dialect variation is highly recommended.  
On completion of the course, it is expected that students will achieve the following competences:  

• Basic / General: CG1, CB2, CB7, CB9 
• Specific: CE1, CE2, CE3, CE4, CE5, CE8, CE9, CE10 

 
 
 
Contents 
 
Unit 1. Basic concepts 
Unit 2. The language of dialect writing 
Unit 3. Methods to analyse the representation of dialect phonology: dialectological approaches 
Unit 4. Methods to analyse the representation of dialect phonology: sociolinguistic perspectives 
 
Teaching and learning methods 
 
The course consists of theoretical and practical sessions. On the one hand, the theoretical 
contents of the course will be presented in the form of lectures that aim to provide students with 
the necessary background to deal with the analysis of dialect phonology represented in literary 
texts. On the other, the practical sessions will draw on the course’s theoretical component to 
focus on major methodologies whereby students will acquire a range of skills relating to the 
linguistic analysis of dialect sounds. These sessions will revolve around selected case studies 
that will enable students to explore the representation of dialect phonology with key resources 
such as corpora, dictionaries and corpus analysis software. 
Needless to say, the course will be taught in English, which means that students are 
expected to have an advanced level of this language (at least C1, CEFR). 
 
 
Assessment 
 
The assessment of this course is based on the following criteria: 

• Participation and engagement in class discussions and activities: 25% 
• Written assignment: 75% (further information will be detailed in the course planning) 

 
Recommendations 
Students are advised to attend classes regularly and make an appointment during the 
teachers’ office hours to ask questions and solve doubts they may have about the 
contents of the course.  
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